
   MODE Vision and   
   Mission Statement 
 
   Our Vision is our PRIDE: 

Positivity 
Responsibility  
Independence 
Determination  
Empowerment 
 

 Our Mission: 
   Meadows of Dan Elementary 
   School believes in meeting the 
   individual needs of each student   
   by: 
 Building Positive Relation-

ships 
 Creating a Culture of High 

Expectations 
 Presenting Innovative Learn-

ing Opportunities 
 Working with Families and 

Community 
 Preparing Students to be pro-

ductive in our Ever-Changing 
World.   
 

   Principal:  Jason Wood 
   jason.wood@patrick.k12.va.us 
 
   Secretary:  Angela Keith 
   angela.keith@patrick.k12.va.us 
 
  Daily Schedule 
   7:45 Buses Unload - Breakfast 
   8:05 Bell for Home Room 
   8:15 Tardy Bell (Pledge and 
   Announcements) 
   2:55 (Pre-K-1 Bus dismissal) 
   3:00 (2-7 Bus dismissal)   
   3:05 Car Riders  
 
   Office hours:  7:00-4:00 

 

 

 

 

 
 
      
 
       MEADOWS OF DAN ELEMENTARY 
                   3003 Jeb Stuart Highway 
                Meadows of Dan VA 24120 
      Phone: 276-952-2424 | Fax: 276-952-1160 
          Website: http://mde.patrick.k12.va.us 

GO CARDINALS! APRIL 2017 

Title I/Read Across America Day 

      Meadows of Dan students celebrated "Read 
Across America Day" with mini-cupcakes and books 
by Dr. Seuss.   
      Mrs. Barbara Largen, Manager of Meadows of 
Dan Food Market was our guest reader for the 
day.  She is also the grandmother to Felicity, Dakota, 
and Ethan Boyd.  
     Students in grades Pre-K through 7th also en-
joyed the reading by Mrs. Pratt of "Oh The Places 
You Will Go" by Dr. Seuss.  Mrs. Pratt provided 
each student in the school with a new Dr. Seuss 
bookmark to commemorate the day. 

Pre-K News 

Pre-K enjoyed the month of March. 
We completed our PBA (Performance 
Based Assessment) on shapes. All of 

the children learned about the four 
basic shapes (circle, rectangle, square, 
and triangle). They did several fun ac-

tivities to reinforce their understanding 
of shapes.   

mailto:jason.wood@patrick.k12.va.us
mailto:angela.keith@patrick.k12.va.us
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The MODE 6TH 

and 7TH Grade 

classes visited 

Washington D.C. 

on  March 9-11. 

4th Grade News 
 
Park Ranger Dan LaPradd visited Meadows of Dan 4th grade        
students to introduce our Streamside Trees in the Classroom          
program that we will be participating in again this school 
year.  Fourth graders will have the opportunity to plant Willow     
trees at DeHart Park on April 11th.  We are looking forward to       
another hands-on,  educational experience. 



CHALLENGE  

Under the direction of Mrs. Saundra Pratt, Gifted Coordinator, “Challenge” students have been engaging in their 
study of France over the past few weeks.  Students are exploring art, architecture design, designer clothing, and the 
cuisine of the area.   

Meredith is 
enjoying 

the baguette 
sandwich 
made by 

Lily. 

Jaiden Clontz and 
Sabrina Rorrer 

working on plans to 
build the Eiffel 

Tower. 

 

Kathryn Wood and 
Meredith Wood 
designing and 
making French 

designer clothing. 

Lily Kelly preparing a 

meal of French 

“baguettes” for the 

group. 

Challenge students enjoying the meal! 

Callie Wood and 
Lilly Kelly working 

on their PowerPoint 
presentations for art 

of France and cuisine 

respectively. 

Mrs. Wood’s 

Kindergarten  

class went all out 

for Pajama Day  

on March 31. 



Band News 

Spring Concerts 

5th Grade – Monday, May 8 – The PTO will begin at 6:00pm in the MODE 

gymnasium with a performance by the 5th grade band students as well as musical 

numbers from the choir. We will stay after school for an extra rehearsal. Pizza 

and a movie will be provided. Permission slips to stay after school have been 

sent home and need to be returned asap. If your child is not staying after school 

then they need to report back to the band room no later than 5:30pm to get ready 

for the program. 

6th/7th Grade – Thursday, May 4 – PCHS Auditorium at 6:30pm. We will have a full rehearsal after school that day 

at PCHS to prepare for the concert. Pizza will be provided for dinner. Permission slips have already been sent home. 

Summer Band Camp 

All students currently in band are encouraged to attend summer band camp this year!  It will be held at PCHS in the 

band room the week of June 19-22 (the week before 4H camp).  Mr. Joseph Whitt (PCHS band director) and several 

of the high school band members will be assisting with the camp this year!  This camp offers a chance for students 

who wish to grow on an individual and collective musical level.  Camp is FREE and transportation will be provided 

to PCHS! I will be sending home registration forms before SOLs start.  If you would like your child to participate 

and you do not receive a registration form please contact me to register them at Julie.brown@patrick.k12.va.us.  

Thanks! 

Julie Brown 

On Wednesday, 
March 22, our 

enrichment pro-
gram had the 
honor of        

visiting Patrick 
County High 
School, after 

school, to meet 
some of the 
teachers and 

learn about    
vocational      classes that 
are offered.  Students  

really enjoyed themselves 
and were able to learn 
and gather ideas about 
potential classes they may 

be interested in when  
going to high school.  

Enrichment Program 

mailto:Julie.brown@patrick.k12.va.us


ART NEWS 

     Thank you to everyone 
that came out to support our 
Young Artist at the Patrick 
County Library Branch! The 
Opening Night was success-
ful thanks to you all! I am so 
proud of all of the young art-
ists! Remember the show 
will be up thru April! Stop by 
and take a look!  
 
                  Thank you,  
                  Mrs. Helms  

 

 
ART SHOW—The following excerpts were taken from the MartinsvilleBulletin.com and used by permission: 
 
Celebrating students: Art on display at Patrick County library 
  By Holly Kozelsky 
 
STUART-The walls of the Patrick County Branch Library are alive with color, form and designs for the next two 
months. The art display from students across Patrick County is celebrating Youth Art Month, which is March. Art will 
be on display through April. 
     About 200 people attended a reception for the exhibit on Tuesday evening, Library Branch Manager Garry Clifton 
estimated, out of the total of 349 visitors the library had that evening. 
     Grace Helms teaches art at Stuart and Meadows of Dan elementary schools. “Garry is so kind,” she said. “We have 
so many things up.” 
     […]Prizes were given out: lapel pins, magnets and crayon rounds, made from the melted stubs of old crayons. 
     Several of the pieces of art from Helms’ classes were group projects, on large papers with an element made by 
each student. That included images of a community by second-graders; a flower vase with Van Gogh-style paper 
flowers made by kindergarteners; and self-portraits of first-graders with hot-air balloons. A seventh-grade class paint-
ed a large cougar, and sixth-graders painted an American flag. 
    Several of the art collections were optical illusions, such as the silhouette of a hand that looks 3-D because of the 
way stripes across it were drawn. There were zentangle pieces and abstracts. Some abstracts were blocky and angular, 
while others, such as by first-graders, were fluid and circular.[…] 
     Twin sisters Xena and Dana Wilcox, both 8 and in third grade at Meadows of Dan Elementary School, had made 
cut-paper snowflakes for the exhibit. Each said they are used to cutting out snowflake designs, but the ones for the 
exhibit were more challenging because they are smaller than the size they usually make, so their cuts had to be more 
precise. 
     Xena said of her impressions of the art exhibit, “I think I loved it.” While she was looking around at the art, “I was 
very interested in some of the books here, and it seems that everyone is interested in all the books and everything eve-
rybody has made.” 
     Kirk Renegar, the principal at Hardin Reynolds Elementary School, called the event “fantastic, an opportunity to 
celebrate the work of our students … a wonderful marriage between the school system and community to have here at 
the library.” 
 
Holly Kozelsky reports for the Martinsville Bulletin. She can be reached at holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com 
 
To read the full article, go to http://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/news/celebrating-students-art-on-display-at-patrick-
county-library/article_591b1188-9f9a-5e8d-902c-18b9371c3dea.html  

https://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/users/profile/hkozelsky
mailto:holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com
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http://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/news/celebrating-students-art-on-display-at-patrick-county-library/article_591b1188-9f9a-5e8d-902c-18b9371c3dea.html


Photos courtesy 
of Holly 
Kozelsky 
 

Used by permission:  MartinsvilleBulletin.com  

Around Home and Town: A new use for old crayons

 
MARTINSVILLE-Seven-year-old Mary Evelyn is thrilled with the crayon muffin,      
a souvenir I brought back from the Patrick County Schools’ Art Month exhibit at the Stuart Branch Library. 

She said not only should we make them at home, but I should write an article on how to make them. So I called Pat-
rick County art teacher Grace Helms, who gave me the lowdown. 

The 2 ¼-inch smooth round disks are colorful. Helms said she makes them at the end of each school year with lefto-
ver broken crayons, then gives them out the next year as prizes. 

As my daughter has shown me, children are enchanted by them. 

Helms said her students tell her, “‘They’re so beautiful, I can’t even color with this because they’re so special.’ And 
they walk around with them. I have kids who have the same crayon muffin for two years.” 

Of course, they also can be used for coloring and drawing, which was the original intention. 

As a bonus, it’s a great way of recycling, Helms said, a practice she follows and recommends. 

When young children “break crayons, they feel like those crayons aren’t important” and are reluctant to use them, 
Helms said. Making crayon disks gives those stubs a second life. 

In her classroom, students who finish projects early peel old crayon stubs. When Helms has enough, she makes cray-
on muffins with them. 

She has a non-stick muffin tin she uses just for making crayon muffins. She preheats the oven to 350 degrees; fills 
the wells with crayon pieces (no paper); and puts them in the oven for about 8 to 10 minutes, until they melt. The air 
will smell of wax as they melt (her husband tells her that it reminds him of the crayons on the radiator when he was 
a kid). 

She lets them cool before removing them. To remove them, she turns the tin upside down. The bottom part of the 
disk, while in the tin, becomes the top part of the crayon disk, because it’s the more narrow flat edge. 

There’s a trick to combining the colors for the crayon muffins, she said. 

“Put the most beautiful colors on the bottom” of each well “so that they look really pretty – a little bit of white, pink 
bright colors – because that’ll be the top of the muffin. 

“Any leftover colors – I have so many – all those really dark blues and greens” go on the top of the crayon pile. 

http://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/accent/around-home-and-town-a-new-use-for-old-crayons/article_7fc7a8cd-40a9-5187-b319-
b0b0880a5561.html 

Ms. Kozelsky also contributed the following video link about the art exhibit. 
http://launch.newsinc.com/share.html?trackingGroup=92471&siteSection=martinsvillebulletin_hom_us_fro&videoId=32104970  

By Holly Kozelsky 
Mar 14, 2017 

More Art News 

http://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/accent/around-home-and-town-a-new-use-for-old-crayons/article_7fc7a8cd-40a9-5187-b319-b0b0880a5561.html
http://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/accent/around-home-and-town-a-new-use-for-old-crayons/article_7fc7a8cd-40a9-5187-b319-b0b0880a5561.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/share.html?trackingGroup=92471&siteSection=martinsvillebulletin_hom_us_fro&videoId=32104970
https://www.martinsvillebulletin.com/users/profile/hkozelsky


Calendar of Events 
 

April 3-6-Book Fair 
April 4-SOL Parent Night 
April 6-Spring Pictures 
April 8-Superhero Day at DeHart Park 
April 11-4th Grade Tree Planting 
April 14-17-Easter Break/Schools are Closed  
April 21-Family Movie Night 

For access to monthly breakfast and lunch menus visit: 
http://www.patrick.k12.va.usdivision_information/departments/food_services/ 

Habrá una copia en español disponible bajo petición. 
 

Local heroes (EMS, busi-
nesses, civic organizations, 
etc.) -- will bring 30-40 
trucks for our kids to ex-
plore.  It's called "Touch a 
Truck" -- fire, rescue, trac-
tors, helicopters, bucket 
trucks, race cars, etc! 
 
There will also be games, 
crafts, vendors, food, etc. 

http://www.patrick.k12.va.usdivision_information/departments/food_services/
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